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TITLE: ' ‘ CHARACTER OF CASE -’ ’ N
¥ Py '
JOHN HOWARD LKWSON with alias, Jacob Levy INTERVAL SECURITY -C
SUMMARY REPORT !ﬁg& by
grascified B

BACKGROUND . padassi®y

The subaect whose father changed the family name from
- LEVY to LAWSON, was born on September 25, 1895 in New York City.
“{s - LAWSON attended Cutler School in New York and was graduated from
;1r'fd3: ,HW111; "s College in 191L. For a time he was employed as an editor in
2000 the New York Office of Reuters Limited and in 1917 went abroad where »
“hé served in the volunteer ambulance service with the French Army and v
v:was lateér transferred to the Ttalian front., After the war LAWSON lived oz
in Paris: ‘and;later was foreign correspondent in Rome for about two years
llow1ng which he returned to the United States and his first play
was produced by the Actors' Theater in 1923, N o>

LKWSON has been married tw1ce, first to KATHRYN DRAIN
,1n‘19l9, and he is presently married to SUSAN EDMOND LAWSON and‘has
*son and a daughter° . DECLASS®IFIED BY ]
LT ‘ ' 0¥ :
) T In the 1930's LAWSON became interested in screen wrltlng
: ~Qand made a number of trips to Hollywood and moved to Los Angeles in -
- Septémber of 19Ll. IAWSON has written "Blockade", "Algiers", "Sahara',
*"Actlon inNorth:Atlantich, "Counter-Attack®, and has recently flnlshed
a ‘screen play entitled "Smash—up" for WALTER WANGER. It has been alleged
“that IAWSON was first brought to Hollywooa by V. J. JEROME to ‘supplement .
“the. 1eadersh1p;o£ the Communist Movement .in the Motlon Picture. Industry,
as then exercised by the film dlrector, HERBERT - BIBERMAN. . LAWSON' .

and BIBERMAN have always been closely associated but from all indications e
it appears ncw that JOHN HOWARD L&WSON is the leader of the .Communist aiw
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S ae, (G e BEN KADISH, former memberi\"‘f &) comuni st
R Party who is being developed 9& Special Kgent
< .~ " FRED G. DUPUIS and who it is belleved will

furnish additional information. regarding

LAWSON's activity in. the party in the near .

‘.E'--'WABTER'WANGER (See Los Angeles file 62-2&8&-110
for the report of WANGER's. 1denti¢1catlon of -
©~ LAWSONW, etc. ) -
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o -; . J — Mrs. GLADYS CARLSON who'is the second naid .
RS : : o in the BRANSTON home at h5h N. Brlstol ‘
' ' Brentwood California.
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’ .1{9 e BEN. KADISH, i‘ormer membw of tha Cam'tmist
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